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Field Recording #2

Jada Ach

So many dead birds in Phoenix this summer,

but they don’t scare me like the dying ones do.

Outside of T.J. Maxx

a woman scoops up an injured pigeon
and carries it to her car.

She drives it to people

who know how to do something.

When does a person become
the person
who bends and cups a bird?

There’s gator, shadow of gator, quiet brackish water—
hard to know the difference.

Maybe music scuttles under the mattress
like a tender, hungry bedbug
and suddenly
you ladle, letting it come to you.
The water arrives simply,

ready to be carried.
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